RECOMMENDED TREE SPECIES
Though all the trees listed below will grow in Oklahoma, be sure to visit a local nursery/garden center or County
Extension Office for proper selection of species best suited
for your area. It is important to note that the lists below
are not comprehensive, but merely a sample of what can be
successfully grown in Oklahoma.

Evergreen Landscape Trees
Arizona Cypress – Cupressus arizonica
Atlas Cedar – Cedrus atlantica
California Incensecedar – Calocedrus decurrens
Chinese Arborvitae – Thuja orientalis
Junipers – Juniperus spp. cultivars
Lacebark Pine – Pinus bungeana
Lebanon Cedar – Cedrus libani
Limber Pine – Pinus flexilis
Live Oak – Quercus virginiana
Loblolly Pine – Pinus taeda
Northern Live Oak – Quercus fusiformis
Pinyon Pine – Pinus cembroides
Short Leaf Pine – Pinus echinata
Slash Pine – Pinus elliotti
Southern Magnolia – Magnolia grandiflora
Southern Waxmyrtle – Myrica cerifera
Western Arborvitae – Thuja plicata

Large Landscape Trees (more than 40 feet tall)
American Linden – Tilia americana
Baldcypress – Taxodium distichum
Bur Oak – Quercus macrocarpa
Caddo Sugar Maple – Acer saccharum ‘Caddo’
Chinkapin Oak – Quercus muehlenbergii
Common Hackberry – Celtis occidentalis
English Oak – Quercus robur
Ginkgo (Maidenhair Tree) – Ginkgo biloba
Japanese Zelkova – Zelkova serrata
Kentucky Coffeetree – Gymnocladus dioicus
Lacebark Elm – Ulmus parvifolia
Littleleaf Linden – Tilia cordata
London Planetree – Platanus x acerifolia
Pondcypress – Taxodium ascendens
River Birch – Betula nigra
Sawtooth Oak – Quercus acutissima
Shumard Oak – Quercus shumardii
Silver Linden – Tilia tomentosa
Water Oak – Quercus nigra

Medium-sized Landscape Trees
(25 to 40 feet tall)
Cedar Elm – Ulmus crassifolia
Chinese Pistache – Pistacia chinensis
Chittimwood – Bumelia lanuginosa
European Hornbeam – Carpinus betulus
Goldenraintree – Koelreuteria paniculata
Hardy Rubbertree – Eucommia ulmoides
Ironwood – Ostrya virginiana
Japanese Pagodatree – Styphnolobium japonica
Western Soapberry – Sapindus saponaria var. drummondii
Whiteshield Osage-orange – Maclura pomifera
‘Whiteshield’
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Small Landscape Trees (10 to 25 feet tall)
Amur Maple – Acer ginnala
Buckeye – Aesculus spp.
Chastetree – Vitex negundo
Crabapple – Malus spp.
Crapemyrtle – Lagerstroemia indica
Desertwillow – Chilopsis linearis
Dogwood – Cornus spp.
Fringetree – Chionanthus spp.
Hedge Maple – Acer campestre
Japanese Maple – Acer palmatum
Jujube (Chinese Date) – Ziziphus jujuba
Oklahoma Redbud – Cercis canadensis ssp. texensis
‘Oklahoma’
Pawpaw – Asimina triloba
Saucer Magnolia – Magnolia x soulangiana
Serviceberry – Amelanchier spp.
Shantung Maple – Acer truncatum
Smoketree – Cotinus coggygria
Star Magnolia – Magnolia stellata
Winterberry Euonymus – Euonymus bungeanus

By David Hillock and Mike Schnelle.

L-440
Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal
laws and regulations, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, gender, age, religion, disability, or status as a veteran in any of its policies,
practices or procedures. This includes but is not limited to admissions, employment,
financial aid, and educational services.

Division of Agricultural Sciences
and Natural Resources
Oklahoma State University

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June
30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director of
Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater,
Oklahoma. This publication is printed and issued by Oklahoma State University as
authorized by the Vice President, Dean, and Director of the Division of Agricultural
Sciences and Natural Resources and has been prepared and distributed at a cost
of 42 cents per copy.

Extension

PLANTING TREES
To ensure successful tree establishment, the following
planting techniques and methods should be used.

When to Plant

The best time to plant most trees is spring or fall; however, many containerized trees can be planted any time if
handled properly. Plants installed during the growing season are susceptible to high transpiration rates leading to
drying of plant tissues.
•
Early fall - best time for container-grown and balled &
burlapped (B&B) trees.
•
Mid-February through early April - bare-root.

Handling Trees before Planting

Avoiding unnecessary damage and stress to trees prior to
planting will insure better success.
•
Keep the rootball moist.
•
Handle the tree by the container, not by the trunk.

Preparing the Hole and Planting the Tree

Preparing the planting area properly before planting is
very important.
•
Do not apply amendments to backfill.
•
Dig the planting hole two to three times the diameter
of the tree’s rootball and no deeper than the rootball
itself.
•
Since most Oklahoma soils are clay, plant trees one to
three inches above grade. Plant trees at original grade
in sandy soil.
•
Do not put crushed stone or gravel in the bottom of the
hole!
•
Remove the bag, container, and all strings and wires
from the trunk! The burlap of B&B trees may be left on
to decay. Be sure to lay burlap back away from trunk
and cover with soil.
•
If roots are excessive and circling inner walls of the
pot, score the outer edge of the rootball by slightly severing or scratching the root system. Do not cut deeply
into the rootball.

Backfilling the Planting Hole

Fill in the planting hole (backfill) with native soil and
tamp lightly. Soil amendments are not necessary and may
result in further complications such as root rot.

Fertilizing

A new tree has a very limited capacity for utilizing
fertilizer until it becomes established. Heavy fertilization
is not recommended at the time of planting. Excessive fertilizer in the root zone can be damaging. If fertilizer must
be used at planting or in the first growing season, apply a
controlled-release or liquid fertilizer at the lowest labeled
rate.

Watering the New Tree

Newly planted trees should be watered well at the
time of planting and during establishment. Natural rainfall
is usually not adequate to provide the moisture needs of
newly planted landscape trees.
Generally, young plantings need an equivalent of one
inch of rain per week. Newly planted trees may need to be
watered two or three times a week in extremely hot, dry,
windy weather because their root systems cannot take up
the amount of water needed to replenish the water lost
through the leaves. Watch for signs of wilting as an indicator that the tree needs water.
Apply water slowly at the base of newly planted trees.
This is especially important for container grown plants as
soilless mixes can dry while the bed or surrounding soil
remains damp. If you have several young trees and shrubs,
a drip irrigation system would be wise.
Be cautious not to overwater or the amount of oxygen
in the soil will be lowered to a level that will damage roots.
Make certain the timing and patterns of lawn watering systems are not overlapping into plant beds and too much water is being applied.

Mulching the New Tree

•

Wrap loosely from the base of the tree up to the first
branch by overlapping for shingle effect.
Plastic guards should fit loosely and include holes or
slits.
Inspect for damage and insects and spray for borers
when necessary.

•
•

Staking Trees

Stake young trees sparingly and briefly when possible.
In fact, prolonged staking can have detrimental effects on
the development of the tree. Too often, staking materials
end up injuring or girdling the tree.
Stake trees when top-heavy or planted in windswept
areas. The material used to attach the tree to the stake
should be broad, smooth and somewhat elastic. Do not
stake the tree too rigidly. Always allow for sway. Tight or
prolonged staking results in an overall weaker tree that
is more subject to girdling. Triple staking provides more
protection against strong wind and lawn mowers. Support
stakes and guy wires generally should be removed after one
growing season. If staking is left in place for more that two
years the tree’s ability to stand alone may be reduced, and
the chances of girdling injury are increased.

New trees should be mulched using an organic mulch
two to four inches deep and five to six feet in diameter;
keep mulch at least two to four inches away from trunk
of tree. Do not mound mulch up against trunk of tree. The
benefits of mulching are:
•
Create a weed and turf-free area.
•
Reduced plant competition for water and nutrients.
•
Regulate soil temperature and moisture.

Dripline

Pruning the New Tree

Avoid overpruning new trees. Leave the lower limbs
intact if possible. Remove injured or diseased branches
only. Overpruning may result in sunscald and inhibit tree
growth.

Trunk Protective Materials

Protective wraps provide physical protection against
lawn mower and weed-eater damage.
Protective wraps also provide protection by regulating
temperatures and bark moisture for thin-barked trees such
as ash, birch, linden, and maple.
If misused, however, damage may occur from trunk
girdling or constriction, insects, diseases and excessive
moisture.
• Protective wraps may not be necessary at planting
time. Use wraps based on type of protection needed.
• Normal application of tree trunk wraps is October –
March for the first two growing seasons.
• Remove wraps each spring prior to spring growth.

Mulch two to four
inches deep. Keep
mulch two to four
inches away from
trunk.
Bring soil to exposed
edge of rootball
One to three inches
above grade
Soil line
(grade)

Planting hole
(much wider than rootball)

